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Esoteric Enthronement Rituals and “Tennd” in Medieval Japan: Form of Addresses to Relatives and Other Relevant Words in Khitai Language

The Function of Mudras and Mantras in Shingon Enthrbnement Protocol
: , by
by Ulhicun Aisin Gioro

Tkuyo Matsumoto

- This paper attempts to discuss form of addresses to relatives and other relevant words in Khitai language on

This essay analyzes the incorporation of esoteric enthronement rituals (sokui-kanjyo) into accession ceremoni he basis of decipherment of epitaphs in minor Khitai scripts published before 2002.

for a Japanese sovereign (fennd). Esoteric enthronement rituals were conducted according to protoco ~ Although only a part of form of addresses to relatives in Khitan language can be discussed at this stage, but

established by Mikkyo (Esoteric) Buddhism, in which the tenno put his hands into the shape of a mudra (I he constructive character could be generally recognized in this paper.

and recited a mantra (My5) while seated on the takamikura (imperial dais) at the palace. Such ritual progra First, the basic vocabularies with function to compound words are those indicate father, mother, elder

as established at various Buddhist temples were referred to as jike-sokui ho, and records have been_pas rother, younger brother and child. The most part of form of addresses to relatives are compouhded by these

down concerning the use of mudras and mantras, as well as matters related to the oral transmission of ritu ocabularies, that is, there are no exclusive word of form of addresses to relatives like husband, wife, father’s

It is generally recognized that there was not a direct connection between jike-sokuiho and the performanc ilder ‘brother, father’s younger brother, grandfather, mother’s sister, mother’s sister’s husband, son, daughter,

the civil enthronement ceremony, which announced to the nation the celebration of the accession. The pres
scholarship on the subject notes two early examples of an accession ceremony being carried out aCCOTd,iQ Second, words of form of addresses to relatives in Khitai language those use K or 4 as initial phonogram
esoteric enthronement ritual protocol: in the Heian period, Gosanjo tenno (1034-73; r. 1068-72); and in’ ,

Kamakura period, Fushimi tenns (1265-1317; r. 1287-98).

robably have isogenous relationship in sound and meaning with words to indicate certain people in Mongolian
d Daur languages.

Traditionally, research on Esoteric enthronement rituals has been carried out from two perspectives: first Third, two certain plural suffix appeared in form of addresses to relatives in Khitai language in view of its

from the point of view of the interaction of royal authority and Buddhism, and, second, as a subject of setsux ound form and connective condition probably have isogenous relationship with Mongolian plural suffix -nar /-

(narrative literature with religious or didactic motives). Yet, to date research on this subject has not com er-and Daur plural suffix -nur those exclusively connect with form of addresses to relatives and words to

any firm conclusions about the significance of the differences between the use of mantras and mudras in- dicate certain people. While there are two form of the plural suffix in Khitan language, but in view of etyma

onnected with suffix, there is no harmonious priﬂcipia like Mongolian language that etyma and suffix hold

ender in common.

ceremonies. Even within the ritual tradition of the Shingon sect, several variations of the enthrone
ceremonies are known. Thisk essay examines how the different practices concerning the -use of mudras-a
mantras that emerged in the ritual protocol of the temple enthronement ceremonies were the result-of t
unstable political situation of the Kamakura period, when the imperial lineages and the respective familie :
regents splintered into different factions. Yet fhe existénce of a various forms of ritual w1thm the 'Shingonls’,
did not imply that system was contradicting established tradition, but that the existence of a plurality of ritu
protocols meant that no matter what sudden changes occurred in political circumstances a religious program
was available that was suitable for that particular ruler and the traditions of his lineage.

To explore these issues more fully this essay investigates the interaction of royal prerogatives and Buddhis t
regulations as well at the official relationships between the families of regents and Shingon temples
Fufthermore, the significance of ritual names bestowed on newly enthroned sovereigns is taken int
consideration. In conclusion, I propose that the creaﬁon of the several mudra and mantra ritual programs wWa
a strategy established by the Shingon sect in response-to changing outlooks towards royal authority and ne

concepts of “fennd” in medieval Japan.
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